
 

 

 

 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  

according to his power that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3:20 

 

Greetings in Christ,  

At First Church, we have much to be thankful for, and I want to begin by saying that I am grateful for 

each member of our congregation. It is because of your faithful prayers, presence, gifts, service and 

witness that today our church is the welcoming, life-changing, growing and serving congregation that it 

is. With gratitude and grace, First Church will continue to serve.  

As Christians, we recognize that everything we have comes from God and we are invited to be stewards 

of these gifts in ways that witness to the love and grace we have been given. By a consistent 

stewardship commitment, we tangibly demonstrate our faith, love for God, and love for our neighbors. 

2020 has been a year like no other for all of us, but Troy and I are grateful for the blessings we have 

been given and know that while some have been impacted much more, we have a distinct responsibility 

to generously commit our financial gifts to First Church because we can and we are grateful that we can. 

We find great joy in knowing that our giving impacts the missions and ministries of the church, and we 

know that sharing of our gifts and service is an expectation and responsibility of membership.  

Our stewardship sermon series, The Ripple Effect, reminds us that the lives we touch as a church with 

our gifts are at times for people we will never meet. We can use God’s grace as a gift to those we know 

and those we will never meet because all we have is a gift from God; giving to God’s work is an act of 

faithfulness and worship. It is my prayer that your giving to First Church is as much of a blessing to you 

as it is to your church family and those we are in mission and ministry with. Commitment Sunday is 

October 4th, I know that God is calling all of us to prayerfully consider our financial commitment to First 

Church, and I pray that each of us “should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 

 

Grace and Peace, 

       
Martie Oyler     Devon Krause   

FUMC Lay Leader    Senior Pastor 
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