
Greetings in Christ, 

 

As we look back on Holy Week and the blessings our church and congregation shared, I am reminded of our 

journey with Covid-19 this past year. John Wesley, the historic founder of Methodism, taught that by God’s grace 

Christians continue to grow spiritually throughout their lives. Through acts of love for God and our neighbor, 

United Methodists are always willing to ready ourselves to receive the ways in which God will enrich our spiritual 

journeys. As Lay Leader, I am grateful to walk this journey with each of you and know that with God’s grace and 

the support of our brothers and sisters in Christ, we have grown from these challenges. 

 

The Relaunch Team, under the leadership of Administrative Council Chair Marsha Scott, has met consistently since 

March 17, 2020, to ensure our congregation is safe and since June 14th to make sure we are able to stay open and 

grow. The team included several members of our congregation and church staff.  It includes Ken Arnold, Jessica 

Carruthers, Ginger Diel, Aaron Harmon, Dean Henderson, Chrystle Howard, Vicki Jeffery, Matthew Johnson, 

Devon Krause, Kristia Oney, Mike Rickman, Marsha Scott, James Tesson, Kristina Tyner and myself. The team has 

taken its role seriously and I appreciate their time and energy as they make decisions to keep our congregation 

safe, and our church open and growing.  Thanks to the entire congregation and all who attend First Church for 

your prayers, confidence and compliance.  It is appreciated.  If you would like to discuss any details relating to the 

Relaunch Team decisions, please reach out to me or others from our laity on the team.   We would love to visit 

with you.  All the decisions have been made as a group.  While Pastor Devon is an important part of the team he 

has provided a willingness to support the decisions of the team. He has been a wonderful spiritual leader for all of 

us, and I am beyond thankful for his courageous leadership. 

 

The team met April 6th to discuss next steps and review the results of the survey that Pastor Devon generated. 

Thanks to each of you who filled out the survey.  There were 154 members that participated. The outcome of the 

survey has shown that our members’ thoughts are, as expected, somewhat mixed on this subject and separated 

almost equally. In summary, our hope is that as we continue to open up as Covid-19 numbers trend downward we 

will be able to move closer to the next normal.  In the meeting April 6th, it was decided to allow small groups 

(including Sunday school classes) to make their own group decisions whether to require masks during their 

meetings.  Our congregation and all guests will still need to wear a mask in the hallways, sanctuary and other 

common places in the church.  That is in keeping with our history of taking small but significant steps toward 

normalcy.  An early May meeting is planned to revisit the options as the vaccine has become available to all who 

would like to have it.  

 

Thank you for your love, support, and prayers for our clergy, staff, and congregation. Stay the course, we will get 

through this—as in Isaiah 40:31: “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength”. The prayer I shared 

March 1, 2020, gives me great comfort and peace: “Lord, surround First Church with your Presence.  Fill us with 

wisdom, hope, and love.” 

 

I look forward to worshipping with you Sunday. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Martie Oyler 

FUMC Lay Leader 


