
New series kicks off this month 
June 2021 

First Church News  

  Jesus knew how to tell a good 
story… stories that make you 
think, dream, act. Entire com-
mentaries have been written 
about his stories with a wide 
variety of  perspectives on each 
story. Stories about mustard 
seeds, laborers and vineyards, 
prodigals and pharisees, widows 
and judges… stories that make 
us ask questions and decon-
struct what we thought we 
knew about this Messiah and 
his Good News. Join us this 
June as we gather around the 

campfire and hear stories from 
the master storyteller and find 

ourselves and our neighbors 
and God's dream for us all. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE: ABC CLASS 
By Pam Schoenhals 
ABC Class Member 
 
   The first meeting of  the ABC Class was held 
on Sunday, July 8, 1990, with four couples in at-
tendance. Of  those founding members, one 
couple are still active members along with one 
other couple who joined within weeks of  the 
initial meeting. Because the class met for many 
years in the parlor and was near the nursery, 
many people were fooled by the name. ABC was 
not chosen because the members had young 
children, but as an acronym for A Basic Cove-
nant. A basic covenant between husband, wife 
and God, symbolized by a triangle. 
   Our members are both married and single. In 
spite of  the fact that most of  our members are 
in their mid-50s to mid-60s, and our young chil-

dren have now grown, we still see ourselves as 
very active contributing members to FUMC. 
From VBS volunteers to ushers to chairs of  var-
ious church committees, we strongly believe that 
our commitment (past, present and future) to 
each ABC class member and to FUMC was “the 
village” that helped us in raising our children. 
   We study a variety of  topics, both Biblical and 
current, and enjoy going out to eat as a group or 
gathering in someone’s home. Our annual class 
bake sale the Sunday before Thanksgiving helps 
us raise funds for class mission projects. 100 
percent of  our proceeds go to help individuals 
or organizations in our community that are in 
need. 
   Please come join us any Sunday on the second 
floor. We would love to have you! 



   Over the past two months 
we’ve been spending time 
talking about what disciple-
ship looks like in worship.  
And I hope you are            
encouraged to know that Je-
sus believes you have what it 
takes.  Like the disciples     
before you, who were called 
to “follow me” (Matt 4: 19), 
Jesus is calling you out       
because he believes you can 
do what he did.  I’m not say-
ing you have to have miracu-
lous healing  powers to do 
what Jesus did, but in our 
ministry of  compassion we 
might be moved to act on be-
half  of  others...to stand with 
them in their story...in their 
passion and their pain.  

If  you follow him you will 
find yourself  in unexpected 
and exciting places.  You will 
find yourself  sharing your 
faith in subtle and big ways.  
When people look at you they 
will see what you represent—
the light of  Christ.   
    Many years before modern 
electricity was invented, there 
was this young boy staying at 
his grandma’s house.  As it 
got darker outside, the town 
lamplighter began walking 
down the street lighting the 
old fashioned gas street 
lamps and the little boy was 
staring out the window 
watching this happen and 
yelled, “Nana!  Come quick.  
There’s a man coming down 
the street punching holes in 
the dark.”   
  Punching holes in the 
dark...that’s OUR job.  Every 

time we do what Jesus did, 
every word of  affirmation 
spoken, every time we give of  
our money and our service, 
every meal we serve, every 
prison we visit...we are 
punching holes in the 
dark...we are bringing glim-
mers of  the kingdom of  
God.   
   Jesus believes that you are 
more than capable.  You have 
what it takes.  Will you follow 
him so that you might find 
yourself  standing close 
enough to others to see them 
standing in the dark?  Are 
your eyes open to see the 
brokenness, the hurting, the 
pain?   
    May you follow Jesus in 
whatever he asks of  you.  
May you follow him whenev-
er the opportunity presents 
itself.    Pastor Devon 

“...in our ministry 

of  compassion we 

might be moved 

to act on behalf  

of  others.” 

DEVOS WITH DEVON 
Be Like Peter 

Pastor  

Devon Krause 

seniorpastor@ 

firstchurchenid.com  



FUMC Youth: 
   May was a fun and 
full month! We cele-
brated our 8th grade 
students as they were 
promoted to high 
school and on May 
16th we celebrated our 
graduates with a very 
special Senior Sunday 
worship service. We are 
so proud of  our youth 
and so excited for eve-
rything that is ahead of  
them as they take the 
next steps forward in 

their lives! 
   June is going to be a 
fun filled month! Our 
Sunday evening pro-
gramming will meet bi-
weekly during the 
month of  June from 5-
7 p.m. on June 13 and 
27. 
   FUMY June Events: 
June 7-11: Junior High 
Clue Camp at Canyon 
Camp 
June 14-17: VBS 
(looking for more 
youth helpers!) 
June 20-25: Youth Ser-
vice Trip w/Youth 
Force in Ardmore 
 
Open Space Young 
Adult Ministry: 
   In May we kicked off  

our bi-weekly Bible 
study with a backyard 
cookout and we had a 
blast! This month we 

look forward to contin-
uing our bi-weekly 
small group and Bible 
study with a potluck 
meal and conversations 
on belonging and what 
it means to live togeth-
er in Christian commu-
nity. 
   June Bible Study 
dates: June 3 and 17 
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Location: 1602 N. In-
dependence St. 
(childcare available at 
the church)  

Kristia 

Oney 

Director of 

Youth  

Ministry 

June to be fun filled 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

ABOVE: Graduates were 

recognized during Senior 

Sunday on May 16. 

LEFT: Eighth grade  

graduation 



The United Methodist women delivered 28 gift bags for our 

Circle of Care foster families. The bags were filled with snack 

foods, gift cards and stuffed animals that women and girls 

CHURCH ON THE LAWN 

The first Church on the Lawn of the season was held in May.  

CIRCLE OF CARE 

NEW 

MEMBERS 
LEFT: Trent and Jill Hulse 

joined and their children, 

William and Annie, were bap-

tized May 23. 

 

RIGHT: Michelle and Josh 

Barnthouse joined May 23. 

 



Church on the 
Lawn set for 
June 2    
   Church on the Lawn will be 
Wednesday, June 2 at 6 p.m.  
   Sloppy Joe Snack Supper will 
be served, $5. Proceeds will 
benefit the playground project.  
   The evening will feature fel-
lowship, food, lawn games and a 
petting zoo. 

By Jessica Edwards 

 

   From the publisher: Laura Willis thought she 

wanted to be a priest. While she was thinking it 

through, she began working at a tiny food pantry, 

and as it grew to feed hundreds, Laura learned 

about her own hunger for God, realizing her call-

ing card – a bag of  groceries – could change lives, 

including her own.  

   In a shabby building, Laura discovered a world 

of  neighbors she never knew: the lonely, unem-

ployed, chronically poor families, and middle class 

folks surprised to be struggling in a great reces-

sion. And to each, she offered a bag of  groceries, a 

compassionate ear, and a heart of  love. 

   Finding God in a Bag of  Groceries is an easy and in-

spirational read. The Weaver Memorial Library is 

always adding new titles to the collection including 

DVDs. Please “Check It Out” the next time you 

are at church. 

NEW IN THE WEAVER MEMORIAL LIBRARY: 

Finding God in a Bag of Groceries by Laura Willis  
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For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me. Matthew 
25:35 
 
   First Church you are doing 
what we are called to do! Every 
month I am amazed by the do-

nations and contributions 
to the Open Your Heart mis-
sion projects. In March we 
filled two tubs of  bingo prizes 
for the Commons. I am work-
ing on an invite to play bingo 
at the Commons now. We had 
some really creative prizes 
donated.  
   In April, we sent donations 
and served at the Shepherd's 
Cupboard. Remember every 
first Tuesday of  the month they 
need helpers to unload the food 
bank truck. Contact me if  you 
would like to serve.  

   In May we collected items for 

Youth and Family Services.  

They needed snack items for 

their food pantry, outdoor play 

equipment, gift cards, and 

chests of  drawers for the  

residents’ rooms.   

   This month’s Open Your 

Heart will be collecting for Taft, 

while Learning Tree will be the 

focus for July. Watch for more 

details soon. 

   Thank you First Church 

members for all you do in ser-

vice for our community! 

Chrystal  

Howard 

Family & Community  

Outreach Director 

Church helps community 

CARE NOTES:  

   A big thank you to the drivers 
of  the Wesley Wagon! They 
faithfully drove and kept every 
passenger safe during the past 
cold winter months. They will 
continue to be ready to take 
you safely across Randolph in 
the weeks and months ahead. 

   Listed below are the names 
of  our dedicated drivers: Please 
give them a big thank you when 
you see them! 
   Eddie Wyant, Jason Turnbow, 
Montie Walton, Greg Diel, 
Todd Earl, Clark Edwards, 
Doug Finnegan, Ray Gill, Scott 
Haggard, Ron Hall, Todd Ham-
ilton, Aaron Harmon, Jerry 
Juhnke, Kevin Klamm, Trevor 
Pool, Andy Reames, Bill Smart 
and Mark Thrower. 
   When you are in the hospital, 
please let us know by calling the 

church (237-2041). Pastor Dev-
on or Mary Miller would be 
glad to stop by for a brief  visit 
and prayer. 

Wesley Wagon drivers keep passengers safe 
Mary Miller 

Director of Care 

Ministries 

They will continue to 

be ready to take you 

safely across  

Randolph in the 

weeks and months 

ahead. 


