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Commitment Sunday scheduled for October 3 

Personal care 
items needed 

OPEN YOUR 

HEART 

   Commitment Sunday is Oct. 3 at 9 a.m. and 
11 a.m.   
   During worship you will be invited to come 
forward and bring your commitment card to 
the altar as we pledge to the kingdom building 
work of  the church in 2022. If  you cannot 
make it to worship on Commitment Sunday or 
would like to pledge with us online you will 
find a link to download the card and mail in or 

   In August, First Church 
raised over $800 and deliv-
ered over four dozen pairs of  
shoes and socks to Foster 
Feet, a non-profit providing 
new shoes for kids in foster 
care. Thank you to everyone 
who participated in this mis-
sion.  
   Our Open Your Heart Mis-
sion for October will be col-
lecting personal hygiene 
products for our blessing 

Series starts 
October 10 
   Throughout Jesus’ kingdom 
parables there is this thread: 
relationships. In Jesus’ teach-
ings he suggests that our 
neighborhood is more expan-
sive than we first thought but 

how does that affect how we 
live daily? Who is our neigh-
bor?    
   From Mr. Rogers, we learn 
the importance of  embracing 
the diversity of  the image of  
God in our neighborhoods but 
that's easier said than done. It's 
no surprise that we need help 
embracing all of  our neighbors 
for who they are.   

SERIES continued on back page 

PLEDGE continued on back page 

ITEMS continued on back page 



   In the book of  Exodus, 
God leads his people out of  
Egypt into the wilderness 
with the help of  Moses, who 
has very hesitantly taken on 
the leadership mantle.  In the 
wilderness, God tells Moses 
he wants to dwell among his 
people so God gives Moses 
very specific instructions for 
a holy home (a tabernacle) 
for God’s presence to dwell 
even closer to the people.   
   The blueprints for the tab-
ernacle that God gives Moses 
are incredible...about 10 chap-
ters worth of  details.  Moses 
shares this with the people 
and calls them to give a 
freewill offering to make 
God’s dream a reality.  The 
people gave so much that 
Moses had to tell the people 

to stop: “the people are 
bringing more than enough 
for doing the work that the 
Lord has commanded us to 
do.  No man or woman is to 
make anything else as an of-
fering for the sanctuary.”  
(Exodus 36: 5-6)  
   There’s a subtle but im-
portant lesson that this pas-
sage teaches us: God doesn’t 
need the people’s gifts.  He 
doesn’t command them to 
give.  If  God could make 
manna (bread) fall from the 
sky as the people wandered 
God could have provided 
himself  a house in seconds.   
   So if  that’s the case, why 
ask them to give?  Think 
about a moment when you 
participated in a specific 
cause and you had the oppor-
tunity to see the fruit of  that 
cause and the effect it had on 

others.  Not only does gener-
osity affect the lives of  others 
it changes you.   
   God knew the people were 
tired of  wandering...they were 
worn out and God asks them 
to give...to come together in 
their generosity to heal and 
unite them.   
    As we close out our stew-
ardship focus, I hope that 
you’ll consider the kingdom 
building opportunities we 
have together and the good-
ness of  generosity not only 
for the sake of  others but for 
the health of  your soul.   
    May we all give of  our-
selves generously as we seek 
to bring God’s kingdom  
closer.  
 

Grace and Peace 
Pastor Devon 

 

“God doesn’t 

need the       

people’s gifts.” 

DEVOS WITH DEVON 
Stop giving! 

Pastor  

Devon Krause 

seniorpastor@ 

firstchurchenid.com  



   HeeHaw!!!!!! We have 
made it through our 
first month of  fun at 
Learning Tree. It was 
an awesome start!!  
   Each day there are 
around 100 little bucka-
roos at First Church.  
They are so eager to 
learn and play with 
their friends. Our 
teachers are doing a re-
markable job teaching 

these little ones proce-
dures that will make 
them successful in the 
classroom as well as in 
life. Our teachers are 
also working together 
as a team to make 
Learning Tree the very 
BEST PLACE TO 
HANG YOUR HAT.     
   Batman has also 
joined our team and is 
helping children learn 
about the Fruits of  the 
Spirit. In September, 
Batman taught them 
about self-control, 
along with a very ener-
getic song about the 
Fruit of  the Spirits.   

Batman teaching Fruits of the Spirit 
Ginger 

Diel 

Director of 

Learning 

Tree 

NEWS FROM LEARNING TREE 

Preschool class working through new curriculum 

   Hello First Church! 
   It’s hard to believe we are in 
full-fledged school mode! Sum-
mer time for our elementary 
children was filled with several 
fun activities-VBS, church camp 
and choir camp. All three 
events deepened our relation-
ship with Christ and one anoth-

er. Thank you to all the volun-
teers who made these events 
happen! 
   We recently had Move Up 
Sunday and had five new kin-
dergarten friends join us on 
“the big kid floor” (3rd floor)! 
With school being in session, 
the elementary children are 
back to participating in rotation 
Sunday school. We are still 
needing volunteers to help 
teach. Please get with me if  you 
are able to help serve in this ca-
pacity!  
   Our nursery has a wonderful 
and loving staff  who take such 

good care of  our babies to 2 
year olds. Our preschool 
friends are so lucky to have two 
caring teachers with them as 
well. The preschool class also 
has a new curriculum called 
Simply Loved that both the 
children and teachers are really 
enjoying!  
   So many exciting things are 
happening on the 2nd and 3rd 
floors of  our church during the 
10 o’clock Sunday school hour. 
If  you need something to make 
you smile, pop by anytime and 
say hi to our First Church chil-
dren. 

Kristina 

Tyner 

Director of 

Children’s 

Ministry 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

LT continued on next page 



By Pam Schoenhals 
    
   A new Sunday school 
class was started this 
summer and is geared 
toward parents of  
young children, hence 
the name, Raising Dis-
ciples.  
   As the members con-
tinue to forge relation-
ships and to bond with 
one another, the class 
name is subject to 
change. However, the 
purpose of  the class 
will remain the same: 
Raising children who 

know that Jesus loves 
them and desires their 
help in sharing that 
love with others.  
   The group consists 
of  both married and 
single parents of  chil-
dren ages infant 
through middle school 
and meets in Room 
221 each Sunday at 10 
a.m.  
   Although the group 
is still in the early stag-
es, they have plans for 
several service projects 
as well as social gather-
ings.  

   Please come join us 
any Sunday. We would 

love to have you help 
us continue to grow! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE: RAISING DISCIPLES 

   The children can’t wait to see Batman again in Octo-
ber.  He will be teaching them all about goodness. 
   We are so close to having a playground renovation 
rendering to share with the congregation. Corbin, 
Merz, and Hainey are working on adding the play-
ground equipment to our 3D rendering. As soon as 
they have completed this project, we will place it in the 
Narthex for all to see. I AM SO EXCITED!!!! 
   Once again, I just want to thank everyone who is 
praying for the success of  Learning Tree. I sure can 
feel your prayers!!   

LT: 

New Members 

Brad and Sarah Smith, pictured with their  

children, joined Sept. 5. 

Church on the Greens 

The church played miniature golf on Sept. 1. 



      
  

  
    

   
   

   It’s fall y’all and October is a 
busy month around First 
Church. We will kick the month 
off  with a sporting clays shoot 
fundraiser for children and 
youth camp scholarships on 
Oct. 3. On Wednesday, Oct. 6 
we will host a fall festival at the 

church. Bring your own pump-
kin and join us for pumpkin 
painting, card making, festival 
games, food and fellowship. If  
you or your small group would 
like to host a booth at the festi-
val please reach out. I would 
love to see a cake walk, fire pit 
for s’mores, dunk tank, etc.!!!! 
   Towards the end of  the 
month, mark your calendars for 
Mother/Son costume bowling 
on Oct. 24 and Trunk or Treat 
on Oct. 31. The David Sunday 
School class has volunteered to 

take on Trunk or Treat again 
this year. It is going to be great! 
Sign ups for trunks, treats and 
all the fixin’s will be available at 
the Info Table. 
   Christ United Methodist has 
asked for our help manning the 
pumpkin patch throughout the 
month of  October. The patch 
is open Monday-Friday 2-8 
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m., 
and Sunday 2-8 p.m. Get a 
group together to volunteer 
and contact Nelli Martin at  
580-402-2191 or  
nelli.martin47@gmail.com. 

Chrystle  

Howard 

Family &  

Community  

Outreach  

Director 

Clays for Christ fundraiser scheduled for October 3 

By Heather Reames    
 
   Here at FUMC, we 
look good in a hair net. 
The Mission Commit-
tee recently organized a 
fundraiser for Stamp 
Out Starvation, an or-
ganization that pur-
chases, packs and ships 
food around the world.  
   We were able to hold 
a spaghetti supper to 
raise funds and then a 
packaging event to 
pack meals for those in 
need. Monte Stewart is 
a full time employee of  
Stamp Out Starvation 
and he attended our 
spaghetti luncheon. 
Monte’s enthusiasm for 
his mission is conta-

gious. Listening to him 
talk about the new pro-
gram that helps people 
in Haiti dehydrate fruit 
that is grown in their 
country is inspiring. 
Stamp Out Starvation 
goes beyond sending 
food to people in need. 
The organization is 
working to help people 
develop sustainable 
food sources. 
   Our spaghetti lunch-
eon was held on Aug. 1 
and we had about 80 
people attend.  Larry 
Kiner has the recipe 
down to an art and no 
one left hungry. We 
raised $1,773 for Stamp 
Out Starvation. It was 
great to be able to eat 

together as a church 
family. 
   Our packaging event 
was on Aug. 28 and we 

had volunteers of  all 
ages. Thirty-five people 
showed up to package 

Church assembles 3,096 food packages 

Volunteers put together food packets for Stamp Out Starvation 

during a work day on Aug. 28. 

SOS continued on back page 

mailto:nelli.martin47@gmail.com


 

401 W Randolph Ave—Enid, OK 73701 
 

580-237-2041—umc@firstchurchenid.com—www.firstchurchenid.com 

CARE NOTES:  

   Fall is here: Cooler tempera-
tures, shorter days and autumn 
colors.  

   It’s time for our Great Gener-
ations group to start again. We 
look forward to Pastor Devon 
Krause speaking at 10 a.m. Oct. 
19 in the Parlor. 
   Da Vinci Girls continue to 
meet every Monday at 1:30 p.m. 
at Da Vinci’s on Willow. We 
share our joys and concerns, 
and also have time for fun! 

Please join us any or all Mon-
days. 
   Intercessory Prayer meets the 

first Tuesday in the Care Center 

(next to the workroom) at the 

church. You are invited to join 

us at 1 p.m. 

We welcome all to any of  our 

groups! 

Make contact with those confined to home 
Mary Miller 

Director of Care 

Ministries 

Series: 

   In this series, we'll take a look at our neighbor-

hood and we'll take a look in the mirror using 

the Enneagram as a tool to grow in our under-

standing of  ourselves and all our neighbors.   

   It is through the process of  self-knowledge we 

are able to begin to see the image of  God in all 

God's children.   

   Join us starting Sunday, Oct. 10 at 9 a.m. or 11 

a.m. in person and online at 

firstchurchenid.com.  

Items: 

box. After our collection drive, the children’s 
Sunday school classes will package the products 
and have them ready for the blessing box 
throughout the winter.  
   Items needed include travel size toothpaste, 
toothbrush, comb, hair brush, deodorant, soap, 
shampoo, hand sanitizer, lotion, chapstick, socks, 
gloves and gallon size bags. 

Pledge: 

you can email  
business@firstchurchenid.com.  
   It is because of  our pledges together, we 
are able to support the ministries of  our 
church and vision for what more we can do 
together.   

food and we put together 3,096 packages of  
food to be sent where it is needed. Monte 
gave us a short presentation about the new 
food dehydration initiative in Haiti. If  you 
want to continue to support and follow 
Monte’s work with Stamp Out Starvation, 
you can follow the Facebook page.    
   What a blessing it was to have all the pieces 
come together to make this event possible. 
From making desserts, scooping rice, weigh-
ing bags, decorating tables and doing dishes, 
it took about 200 people total to make this 
possible. Pray for the people that will receive 
the food we packaged and give thanks for joy 
this process brought to our church. 

SOS: 
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