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OPEN YOUR 

HEART 

   January is a crucial time 
for the homeless in our 
community. Hope Minis-
try offers a day center, 
where homeless have the 
opportunity to have a 
safe environment to get 
out of  the weather, get a 
warm drink, or to just be 
able to sit and rest for a 
time. Their hours of  op-
eration are from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.   
   The Hope Outreach 
Homeless Ministry works 
to help everyone who is 
willing and in need to be-
come self-sufficient. They 
provide the homeless a 
place to shower, launder 
their clothes, receive their 
mail and be contacted by 
phone.   

   On Sunday, Jan. 16 at 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m., the Hakuna Matata 
Children’s Choir will lead us in 
worship!   
   This is a group of  15 children 
talented in singing and dancing 
from Connect with a Child or-
phanage in Kenya.   

   We are blessed to share in their 

stories, dance, song and testimo-

nies and hope you will join us as 

they come to spread God’s love 

while raising awareness for or-

phans and vulnerable children in 

Kenya.   

   Starting Sunday, 
Jan. 9 at 10 a.m. we're 
inviting Sunday 
school classes to 
come together in Fel-
lowship Hall as Pas-
tor Devon presents 
Interpreting the  

HEART continued on back page 

Children’s choir coming to FUMC 

Homeless 

ministry 

needs items 

5-week Bible study begins January 9 
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   I get so tired of  doing laun-
dry. Every time I turn around 
it seems like there’s more. Es-
pecially with all the colorful 
socks my two daughters, 
Audrey & Halle, wear—and 
somehow we often lose one 
sock—so we have this big 
plastic bag of  socks just wait-
ing to be matched.   
   Whether it’s your house or 
your heart, we are always a 
work in progress and there is 
always cleaning to be done.  
Over the past few months, 
we’ve been taking a look at 
our hearts and our tendency 
to assume the worst especially 
in others.   
   We want others to give us 
the benefit of  the doubt but 
it’s often hard for us to do the 
same. Which is why joy is key.  

What I want for you and for 
our church is to be people of  
great joy! So that when peo-
ple walk in, drive by, or scroll 
past what we’re up to, they 
might be inspired by the joy 
they see lived out in us.   
   Joy is a matter of  perspec-
tive. It’s about choosing to 
see something more than the 
circumstance in front of  us. I 
could choose to be frustrated 
by the constant laundry but I 
could also be joyful to have 
laundry. 
   And then there’s the socks 
we lose. I could be irritated 
that I can never find the oth-
er sock to match, or I could 
be joyful by the feet they be-
long to. The laundry still has 
to be done but it doesn’t have 
my resentment. 
   Joy is a choice we make 
everyday in the little and big 
things and I hope and pray 
that 2022 is a year of  joy for 

you. That you would choose 
to see something more— 
something better— and that 
you wouldn’t keep it to your-
self.   
   As Romans 13:12 tells us to 
“lay aside the work of  darkness 
and put on the armor of  light.”  
Truth be told, that isn’t al-
ways going to feel natural and 
it doesn’t mean you disregard 
what’s been lost or what 
you’ve suffered, but you do 
not let it overwhelm what 
you’ve gained.   
   So let us “take every thought 
captive” (2 Cor 10:5) that we 
might reframe and regain a 
healthy perspective—one in 
which we choose to see the 
good in our neighbor, in the 
world, and in ourselves. May 
God open our eyes to see the 
new work God is doing in us 
in 2022!   
 

 Grace and peace,  
 Pastor Devon  

“We want others to 

give us the benefit 

of  the doubt...but 

it’s often hard for us 

to do the same.” 

DEVOS WITH DEVON 
Mismatched socks 

Pastor  

Devon Krause 

seniorpastor@ 

firstchurchenid.com  



Sermon series to focus on vision 
   We all have dreams big and 
small but are we willing to do 
what's necessary to make 
those dreams a reality? Do 
our dreams inspire and move 
others or are they goals we've 
set for ourselves?   

   Consider the dreams you 
have for our church and for 
God's kingdom in Enid. Are 
we willing to do what's nec-
essary to make God's vision 
a reality?   

   Join us as we discuss the 
why behind our dreams and 
let us vision together that we 
might inspire and move our 
community closer to God's 

   If  you are on the church 

email announcement list but 

have not been receiving 

emailed announcements, 

please check your spam fold-

er. If  you find that announce-

ment emails have been going 

to your spam folder, you 

should be able to click on one 

email and unmark it as spam. 

This should then allow for 

future announcement emails 

to reach your inbox.  

   If  you have unmarked an-

nouncements as spam but 

Financial Peace University, a 9-

week study, will be starting 

Tuesday, Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall. Sign up on 

the QR code or 

https://forms.gle/Ka1VoH3q

Announcements 

may be in email 

spam folder 

Study starts January 11 
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   Rev. Dev is at it again 
- he is teaching Learn-
ing Tree about the 
Fruits of  the Spirit.    
   We shared our kind-
ness over the holiday 
season with others by 
donating over 650 
pounds of  food to 
Loaves and Fishes and 
delivered four big box-
es of  food to the 
RSVP Senior Center. 
The class with the most 
donations earned a 
PLAY DATE with Ms. 
Ginger. The Firefly 
class (one year olds) 

averaged 15 cans per 
child. They will receive 
a special snack with 
Ms. Ginger and time in 
the jumpy house, as 
well as a book of  their 
choice.  
   Learning Tree also 
participated in an Art – 
Based Fundraiser dur-
ing the month of  De-
cember. Each child cre-
ated a unique piece of  
canvas artwork for par-
ents, grandparents and 
other family members. 
I am happy to an-
nounce we raised over 
$1,500 to add to our 
playground renovation.   
   Our goal is to begin 
playground renovation 
this spring. If  anyone 
feels the need to do-
nate, we will gladly take 

your donation!  
   I hope and pray that 
everyone has a blessed 
and joyful 2022.       
   Thanks for all the 

support you give to 
Learning Tree.  
   It is a pleasure to be 
a part of  church that 
has such a giving spirit! 

Children learning about Fruits of the Spirit 
Ginger 

Diel 

Director of 

Learning 

Tree 

NEWS FROM LEARNING TREE 

continue to have issues 

with receiving an-

nouncements to your 

inbox, or would like to 

be added to the 

emailed announce-

ments list, please con-

tact Jessica at: 

recep-

tion@firstchurchenid.

com or call (580) 237-

EMAIL: New Member 

Alissia Hart joined Dec. 5 
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UMW Meeting 

The United Methodist Women met Dec. 1 for fellowship and discussed 
mission projects. Rev. Susan Southall presented an Advent program. 

     The ABC Class would like 
to thank all of  those who sup-
ported our annual bake sale in 
November. We partnered with 
the Raising Disciples class this 
year and raised over $1,500 to 
support local programs and 
needs this Christmas.  
   With your support, we 

bought the fruit for the Care 
Ministry bags, gave to RSVP 
for their Senior Santa sponsor-
ship program, gave to Serving 
Our Streets ministry to help the 
homeless in Enid, helped out 
an individual with some special 
needs, helped a mom with a 
teenage son as the mom is suf-

fering with health problems and 
unable to work right now, and 
sponsored a Christmas tree 
through the Enid 100 pro-
gram.   
   We enjoy seeing so many of  
you each year during the bake 
sale! Thank you again for your 
ongoing support! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE: ABC CLASS 

   As of  January 2022, I will 
have been an FUMC volun-
teer staffer for ONE year!  
   Well, that went quick-
ly! And, oh the fun times we 
have had! Let's keep it up!  

   This year I really would 

like to see more congrega-

tional involvement in our 

event planning. I am turning 

over our list of  events to the 

Church Council and Chil-

dren's Council to help do 

more organizing. If  you feel 

a calling for this type of  

mission or have some great 

ideas for all church events, 

please reach out to me.   

Chrystle  

Howard 

Family &  

Community  

Outreach  

Director 

Celebrating one year in role 

   The Communion Rail Offering 
for January is in support of  United 
Methodist Human Relations 
Day. On this Sunday we partner 
with other UMC congregations in a 
special offering to support neigh-
borhood ministries through Com-
munity Developers, community ad-
vocacy through United Methodist 
Voluntary Services and work with  
at-risk youth through the Youth Of-
fender Rehabilitation Programs. 
Our gifts work together for the 
common good, building community 
and sharing God’s love.  
   United Methodist Special Sunday 
celebrations invest in servant leader-
ship, community building and min-
istries of  peace with justice. Con-
centrating our resources to support 
shared ministries equips us to step 

Offering to  

support United 

Methodist Human 

Relations Day 

OFFERING continued on back page 
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CARE NOTES:  

   Looking back on 2021 there 
are many I wish to thank for 
their help and support of  Care 
Ministries.  

• The Wesley Wagon drivers 
• Stephen Ministers 
• Intercessory Prayer Team 
• Those helping with Great 

Generations and Da Vinci 
Girls 

• The bread bakers for our 
gift bags; especially the chil-
dren of  rotation Sunday 
School.  

• ABC and TNT classes 

• The wonderful FUMC staff  
for their support and en-
couragement of  this minis-
try. 

 
   What kind and generous 
members we have at First 
Church! 
   May you have a blessed and 
healthy New Year, 
   Mary 

Thankful looking back on 2021 
Mary Miller 

Director of Care 

Ministries 

BIBLE: 

HEART: 

   Their current needs 
are: Stocking caps, heavy thick 
men's gloves, coffee, cream,  
sugar and peanut butter.  

Bible - how the Bi-
ble was formed, 
what it means to 
call the Bible in-
spired and how to 
make sense of  diffi-
cult passages.  
   Originally offered as an even-
ing class in the fall of  2021, this 
study has once again been re-
quested and is offered as a 
church-wide study to those at-
tending Sunday school classes 
and those who are not. Sign up 
at the link: https://forms.gle/
wPNd1D3FWjJRyu4L7 

into a grace-filled new beginning with faithful determination. 
As a denomination, our gifts on Human Relations Day work 
together to empower faith-based volunteer programs, com-
munity developers and programs that work with at-risk teens.  

OFFERING: 

Rahab Circle 

Rahab UMW Circle purchased and put together 60 gifts for RSVP's Santa for 
Seniors program at their annual Christmas party in December.  
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