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New sermon series focuses on grace
We say we believe in grace but we often live as
if we are trying to earn God's favor…so which
is it? And how can we put away our guilt and
shame so that we might embrace what God's
grace means for all of us? Whether you read
about Jesus’ life and teachings or the Old and
New Testament, scripture is saturated with
grace and yet we are still unpacking what it really
means. Join us as we peel back the layers and
find even more grace and a God who was way
bigger than the box we thought we put him in.

Greater Enid Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors Member Todd Earl, left, presents a plaque
to Pastor Devon Krause, as Martie Oyler, members of
the Board of Trustees, Learning Tree staff and
church staff celebrate the groundbreaking.
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I didn’t know I was truly
Methodist until I got to seminary. In seminary I learned a
lot about John Wesley, who
founded the Methodist movement out of a desire people
had for more communion,
more growth, more grace.
Even though I grew up in
the Methodist church, I had
always believed that grace was
something you hoped to receive when you did something bad… almost as if you
could earn grace… so when I
learned that grace wasn’t
something you earn but
something you grow in daily
my mind was blown.
Wesley suggests that every
time we pray or participate in
Christian community, or give
of our time and money, we
have the potential to grow in

“...if we believe in
the One who came
to rescue us, let us
not deny the opportunity for rescue.”

grace. Every time we put into
practice the teachings of Jesus, including forgiving those
who have wronged us, and
give each other the benefit of
the doubt, we grow in grace.
(Eph 4: 26-32)
How annoying! Why is it
that grace has anything to do
with forgiveness? Because as
hard as forgiveness is, grace
flows. If it doesn’t flow, it
isn’t grace.
I think about what the
Apostle Paul went through in
his ministry and the number
of times he found himself
imprisoned. Often in his letters to early churches, he
would share about his struggles and his willingness to
forgive his captors and the
lives that were changed because of it. (Phil 1: 12-26)
He never claimed to be perfect and neither were his circumstances. Yet somehow he
was able to see the world
through a lens of grace instead of being held captive by
chains of bitterness.

Through the grace of God
we have been set free and given new life. What will we do
with our freedom?
If we’re serious about the
grace of God and if we believe in the One who came to
rescue us, then let us not deny the opportunity for rescue
from ourselves. Paul could’ve
collected rocks of bitterness
and cynicism and pride. Instead he wrote letters encouraging freedom and growth in
grace for the sake of others.
Maybe your gift isn’t letter
writing but God has gifted
you with opportunities to be
the evidence of what growing
in grace looks like. Grow.
When the world looks at
you, will they see chains of
bitterness or grace colored
lenses?
How will you grow in
grace?
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Devon

Stations of the Cross

New Members

UWF Bingo

Liz and Ryan Hookstra joined April 24. Makayla,
Maverick, Remington and Florence were baptized.

David and Laurel Harbaugh joined April 3.

NEWS FROM LEARNING TREE
Learning Tree enrollment underway
Ginger
Diel
Director of
Learning
Tree

Spring is here and Learning
Tree is in FULL BLOOM!!! We
are currently in the middle of
the 2022-23 school year enrollment. We have enrolled 140
kiddos to date and have added a
new class of two-year-olds. We
only have room for around 35
more students. Several of our
classes are already full and we
have already begun to create
waitlists for these classes.
All the Learning Tree classrooms are anxiously awaiting
the arrival of their butterflies.
Each class has a cup of caterpillars that they are observing.

The caterpillars began so tiny
and are growing so quickly.
Soon they will make their
chrysalis and then turn into
beautiful butterflies. Each year
we celebrate the end of the
school year by releasing our
butterflies.

Our most exciting news is
that on April 19 we had our
groundbreaking for the playground renovation. It was so
much fun for the Learning Tree
children to be a part of this
amazing adventure. We are
hoping to have our new playground for all Learning Tree as
well as First Church kiddos to
enjoy by September.
I would like to thank everyone who bought cookies as well
as everyone who has donated
to the playground renovation.
Our cookie fundraiser brought
in another $3,500 and we have
also just received a grant from
DHS. We are so close to our
goal!!!! Great work TEAM
FIRST CHURCH!! Thanks
again for putting children first!!!

Communion Rail offering for Native American MinisNative American
Ministries Sunday, on
May 1, serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts and
contributions made by
Native Americans to
our society and in our
communities.
With more than
20,000 Native Americans within the denomination, this special

Sunday helps to ensure
that Native American
United Methodist leaders are recognized and
to celebrate their special voice in The United Methodist Church.
An offering is taken
on this day and is used
to develop and
strengthen Native
American ministries in
the annual conferences,

and Native American
rural, urban, reservation ministries and
communities. It also
provides scholarships
for Native Americans
attending United Methodist schools of theology.
Donations support
vital ministries and
churches in the Native
American communities

and allow The UMC to
partner with existing
native ministries to develop new programs on
behalf of Native
Americans. Half of the
donations collected remain within the Annual
Conference to provide
hope to children and
youth, hope for a
brighter future in
OFFER continued on back page

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Summer camp, VBS sign-up underway
what Lent means, go on a Lent
by Numbers scavenger hunt
and participate in a interactive
Director of
lesson taught by Rev Dev on
Children’s
footwashing and the Last SupMinistry
per.
In addition to our Sunday
The Easter season was filled morning Easter activities, we
with many joyful events! Our
had a great turn out for our
rd
th
th
3 , 4 and 5 graders did an
Easter Egg Hunt. Thank you to
amazing job on the Stations of all those who filled eggs!
the Cross service. I am so
It’s hard to believe, but it is
proud of each child’s dedicaalready time to sign up for
tion during the last few weeks. I church camp! If you have a
want to thank Chris and Lori
child who will be going into 3rd,
Markes for all of their help.
4th or 5th grade for the 2022Our Kindergarten through
2023 school year, he/she will be
nd
2 grade group were able to
able to go with me to Canyon
enjoy a lesson on Lent and
Camp July 11-13.
Kristina
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This summer, our VBS will
be June 13-16 from 9 a.m.noon. Our theme is Wilderness
Escape - some of you may recognize this theme. It was done
in 2014 and we are so excited to
be able to do it again - it’s that
good! Sign-ups for church
camp, VBS registration/
volunteer sign up and VBS Tshirt sales are located in the
Great Hall by the hospitality
table.
So many great things are happening in the Children’s Department at First Church! I appreciate all the support our
church family gives us.

Bingo event drew nearly 100 women, girls
By Lori Markes

and girls had a wonderful time together and a
The 2nd annual
love offering raised
Mother, Daughter,
over $300 for missions.
Friend Bingo dinner –
Thanks to all who
sponsored by the newly brought food and binrebranded United
go prizes. Special
Women in Faith
thanks to Sue Schmidt
(formerly United
for the homemade rolls
Methodist Women)
and to Charlene Fields
and hosted by Rahab for donating the chickCircle, was held on
en. We are already
April 6.
looking forward to
Nearly 100 women
next year!

CARE NOTES:
Get out in the sunshine
Mary Miller
Director of Care
Ministries

Spring is here! Trees are
budding, flowers are beginning to bloom and it’s time
to get outside and enjoy the
sunshine.
When you visit someone

who is homebound you
might suggest sitting outside
for your visit. The fresh air
and sunlight are good for all
of us!
A special thank you to all
the dedicated men who drive
our Wesley Wagon no matter
the weather (wind, rain,
snow, heat) whatever comes
our way! We greatly appreciate each and every one of
you!!

May UWF Events
Rahab Circle May 4, 6:30 p.m.,
Lori Markes home
Esther Circle May 11, 10 a.m.,
Church Parlor
Lydia Circle May 11, 7 p.m.,
Annette Cink home
Anna Circle May 17, 1:30 p.m.,
Vera Cromwell home

OPEN YOUR
HEART
The Commons in need
of prizes

OFFER:
impoverished communities and a voice to those who have
felt voiceless for years.
When you give generously on Native American Ministries
Sunday, you equip seminary students who honor and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You empower congregations to find fresh and culturally appropriate ways to minister to their communities with Christ’s love.

Stations of the Cross

Children perform in Stations of the Cross on April 10.

Our Open Your Heart Project
for May will be collecting prizes,
give-aways or pick-me-ups for the
Commons residents. The Commons is a United Methodist Continuing Care Retirement Community offering many housing options and community.
The following items are requested: Sugar free chocolates; small
toiletry items that smell good
(body wash, deodorant, shampoo,
conditioner, lotion); crossword
books (not Sudoku); coloring
books; colored pencils or markers;
bracelets or jewelry items; small
perfumes or body sprays.
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