
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Greatest Commandment: Love God. Love People. (Love Self) 
 

In 2026, we have been focused on one question: What does it actually mean to love?  This 

requires honesty, courage, and a willingness to be changed. We began with honesty about what 

gets in the way: the hidden enemies that quietly sabotage our hearts, the battles of our minds, 

and the distorted mirrors we hold up to ourselves every day. We sat with ancient wisdom and 

found that a life of genuine freedom has always been available to us, if we are willing to receive 

it.   

None of it has been easy. And none of it is finished. But all of it has been rooted in the same 

conviction: that you cannot love God well from a heart that is still in chains, and you cannot 

love your neighbor genuinely until you have learned to receive love yourself.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This fall, the journey deepens and begins to come home.  We are learning to slow down — to 

listen before we speak, to be genuinely present to God and to each other in a world that has 

forgotten how. We are asking what it means to truly belong to something — to put down roots, 

to keep promises, to open our hands in generosity. We are unpacking what it means to love 

God not just with our feelings on a Sunday morning, but with our whole selves — the inner life, 

the thinking life, the daily ordinary life offered as an act of worship.   

We will explore what God feels toward us…toward broken, complicated, still-figuring-it-out 

human beings like us. Because when we finally understand that God's heart is thoroughly and 

extravagantly for us, it becomes possible to love God back. To love the people around you. And 

to love yourself in a way that is holy rather than selfish. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recalibrating: Quick to Listen, Slow to Speak 

Everyone is talking. Nobody is listening. In a world of hot takes, outrage cycles, and endless 

noise, we've never been more connected — and never felt more alone. Scripture offers 

something radically different and desperately needed: be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 

slow to anger. (James 1:9) This fall, we’re diving into one of the most practical and 

countercultural ideas of our day — learning to recalibrate the way we communicate with God, 

with each other, and with a world that is starving for someone to listen finally. Whether you're 

exhausted by the noise, longing for real connection, or just ready for something different — this 

series is for you. Join us beginning August 9. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooted: Five Ways We Say Yes 

Every relationship worth having requires a yes. Not a perfect yes — just an honest, open-

handed one that says: I'm in. I want to be part of this. I'm willing to show up, give something, 

and let this community matter to me.  That kind of yes has a name. It's called a covenant. And 

this fall, we're exploring five ways it comes to life — through our prayers, our presence, our 

gifts, our service, and our witness. These aren't obligations or membership requirements. They 

are a description of what it looks like when love takes root in a person and in a community.  If 

First Church is the place you'd call in a crisis or celebrate in joy — this series is for you. Join us 

beginning September 27. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fully Alive: Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength 
Jesus called it the greatest commandment: love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 

strength. But what does that actually look like — in real life, with real people, in a world that 

pulls us in every direction?  This November, First Church is spending four weeks unpacking four 

dimensions of one fully alive life. We'll ask what it means to love God with the part of us that 

feels everything, the deepest part no one else sees, the thinking life that shapes everything else, 

and the everyday strength of a life offered as worship.  All year, we've been asking what it 

means to love God, each other, and ourselves. This series is where it all comes home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flesh and Blood: God’s Heart for Humanity 
We have spent a whole year asking what love looks like — and this Advent, we arrive at the 

deepest answer of all. Not what God requires of us or expects from us, but what God feels 

toward us. The incarnation is God's most irreversible, costly, tender declaration: I am for you. All 

of you. Flesh and blood you.  Through four ancient Advent themes — hope, peace, joy, and love 

— we'll explore what it means to receive a love this personal, and how it changes the way we 

see the human beings around us when we understand that God's heart beats for them, too. 

 

Suggested Sunday School or Small Group curriculum to go along with the sermon series. 
If you need help accessing or purchasing curriculum, email seniorpastor@firstchurchenid.com 



 
Unoffendable: How Just One Change Can Make All of Life Better (6 sessions) 
Includes videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be purchased on Amazon or online. 

 
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life by Adam Hamilton (6 sessions) includes 
videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be accessed on amplifymedia.com1 

 
The Generosity Project by Tony Payne (6 sessions)  
Includes free online videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be accessed at thegenerosityproject.com 

 
Soul Keeping: Caring for the Most Important Part of You by John Ortberg (6 sessions)  
Includes videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be purchased on Amazon or online. 

 
ADVENT (starts Nov 29): 
 
Voices of Advent by Matthew L. Skinner (4 sessions)  
Includes videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be accessed on amplifymedia.com 

 
Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience by various authors (4 sessions)  
Includes videos and a leader's guide. 
This resource can be accessed on amplifymedia.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where We’ve Been So Far 

                                                      
1 To use Amplify Media, go to https://myamplifymedia.com/amplify/register 
   Enter access code: PHNLRS and click verify.  
   On the next screen enter a name, email address, create a password and click “Start a Free Membership” 
   FYI: Amplify can be accessed from a Roku streaming device.   

https://myamplifymedia.com/amplify/register


Want to revisit where we've been? Every message from 2026 is available 

on our YouTube channel in past livestreams. Use the QR code or follow this 

link: https://qrco.de/bggeii.  

Scripture reading begins around 15-20 minutes in the livestream. 

 

Jan 11—What Love is (and isn’t) 
Jan 18: Guilt—The Lie that Says “I Owe You” 
Jan 25: Anger—The Lie that Says “You Owe Me” 
Feb 1: Greed—The Lie that Says “I Owe Me”  
Feb 8: Jealousy: The Lie that Says “God Owes Me”  

 
 
Feb 15: Naming the Battle 
Feb 22: The Wilderness of the Mind 
March 1: The Weight of Worry 
March 8: Fear and the Voice of God 
March 15: When the Past Still Hurts 
March 22: Doubt, Faith & Honest Questions 
April 5: The Resurrection of the Mind (Easter) 
 
 
April 19: Ego’s Illusion 
April 26: The Mirror of Comparison 
May 3: The Mirror of Imposter Syndrome 
May 10: Seeing our Neighbors 
 
 
 
May 17: One God (No Others) 
May 24: True Worship (No Idols)  
May 31: Reverence (Honor God’s Name)  
June 7: Rest (Remember the Sabbath) 
June 14: Family (Honor Father & Mother) 
June 21: Life Matters (Murder) 
June 28 Faithfulness (Adultery) 
July 5: Integrity (Stealing) 
July 12: Truth (False Witness)  
July 19: Contentment (Coveting)  

https://qrco.de/bggeii

